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Church  of  the  Atonement,  Philadelphia, 

December  21st,  1859. 

To  Rev.  Benjamin  Watson,  Rector — 

Rev.  and  Dear  Sir  :  The  undersigned  believe  tbat  tlie  publication  of  your 
sermon  on  the  Christian  duty  of  giving,  will  be  useful  to  many  who  sincerely 
desire  to  fulfil  this  duty,  and  therefore  respectfully  request  a  copy  of  it  for 
that  purpose. 

Yours,  very  truly, 


•  Jno.  C.  Cresson. 


Townsend  Whelen. 
William  H.  Allen. 
Wm.  C.  Houston. 
Theo.  Trewendt. 
Rene  Guillou. 

J.  F.  Peniston. 


Philadelphia,  January  3d,  1860. 

To  Messrs.  John  C.  Cresson,  Townsend  Whelen,  and  others — 

Gentlemen  :  Although  the  sermon  which  you  desire  for  publication  makes 
no  pretension  to  literary  merit,  or  to  originality  of  thought ;  yet  believing  the 
principles  which  it  inculcates  to  be  sound,  and  such  as  every  Christian 
should  act  upon,  I  cheerfully  surrender  it  for  that  purpose  ;  especially  as  you 
have  expressed  it  as  your  opinion,  that  it  “  will  be  useful  to  many  who  sin¬ 
cerely  desire  to  fulfil  the  Christian  duty  of  giving.” 

Your  friend  and  pastor, 

BENJAMIN  WATSON. 


(r - f  ■'  '  ;  1  bdfc 


SERMON. 


Not  because  I  desire  a  gift  ;  but  I  desire  fruit  that  may  abound  to 
your  account.  Pliilippians  iv.  17. 


Thus  wrote  St.  Paul  to  a  Church  greatly  beloved  by 
him,  and  from  which  he  had  received  many  substantial 
proofs  of  their  affection.  By  their  liberality  he  could 
say,  “I  have  all,  and  abound:  I  am  full;  having 
received  of  Epaphroditus  the  things  which  were  sent 
from  you,  an  odor  of  a  swTeet  smell,  a  sacrifice  accept¬ 
able,  well-pleasing  unto  God.”  And  this,  he  says,  is 
the  principal  reason  for  his  thankfulness  for  that 
liberality:  Not  because  he  desired  a  gift; — for,  as  he 
tells  us,  he  had  been  instructed  both  to  be  full  and  to 
be  hungry,  both  to  abound  and  to  suffer  need ; — but 
because  he  desired  fruit  that  might  abound  to  their 
account.  As  no  man  will  accuse  St.  Paul  of  self- 
seeking,  so  none  will  doubt  his  sincerity,  when  he 
affirms,  that  this  is  the  true  ground  of  his  gratitude  for 
all  that  they  had  done  for  him,  as  a  minister  of  Christ. 

From  its  earliest  opening  to  its  close, — from  the 
narrative  of  Abraham  giving  tithes  of  all  his  spoils  to 
Melchizedec,  who  was  both  king  and  priest,  to  that 
enraptured  description,  by  St.  John,  of  the  heavenly 
ones  casting  their  crowns  of  gold  before  the  Throne, — 
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the  pages  of  Holy  Writ  are  full  of  one  great  duty 
binding  upon  the  people  of  God,  the  duty  of  devoting 

A  PORTION  OF  THEIR  SUBSTANCE  TO  THE  CAUSE  OF  GOD  AND 

the  demands  of  religion.  If  vou  have  not  examined 
your  Bibles  with  reference  to  this  point,  you  will  be 
astonished  at  the  amount  of  Scripture  which  enjoins 
this  duty  upon  men.  Were  I  to  go  on  repeating  them  in 
order,  from  Genesis  to  Revelation,  I  could  fill  up  this 
sermon  with  Scripture  texts,  and  nothing  else,  all 
bearing  upon  this  single  theme.  This  I  do  not  propose 
doing;  though  I  shall  open  my  subject  with  a  few 
gleanings  from  that  fruitful  field,  by  way  of  presenting 
the  duty,  first,  in  the  light  which  is  directly  reflected 
upon  it  from  the  Word  of  God. 

That  the  ancient  patriarchs,  prior  to  the  dispensa¬ 
tion  of  Moses,  were  in  the  habit  of  regarding  a 
portion  of  their  goods  as  sacred  to  Jehovah,  is  probable 
from  the  fact  just  referred  to,  that  Abraham  paid  tithes 
to  Melchizedec,  who  was  a  priest  of  the  Most  High 
God  ;  and  also  from  that  vow  which  Jacob  made,  on 
his  way  to  Padan-aram,  that  so  long  as  the  Lord  pro¬ 
vided  him  food  to  eat  and  raiment  to  wear,  a  tenth 
of  his  gains  should  be  the  Lord’s.  But  coming  down 
to  that  period  when  the  Almighty  established  an 
express  form  of  service  for  His  people,  we  find,  in  those 
requirements  which  He  made  of  them,  of  first-fruits, 
of  sacrifices,  of  offerings  in  money,  of  journeys  neces¬ 
sarily  undertaken  for  religious  purposes,  of  tithes,  of 
sabbatical  years,  that  probably  one-third,  at  least,  of 
the  income  of  the  pious  Israelite  was  devoted  to  God 
and  the  carrying  on  of  His  worship.  Three  times  in 
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the  year  all  their  males  were  required  to  appear  before 
the  Lord  in  His  temple ;  “  and  none,”  saith  Jehovah, 

“  shall  appear  before  me  empty.”  Such  was  the  obliga¬ 
tion,  in  this  matter,  which  God  laid  upon  His  Church 
of  old;  an  obligation  so  sacred  and  imperative,  that  with 
reference  to  a  withholding  of  these  “  tithes  and  offer¬ 
ings,”  He  asks  wTith  indignation,  by  the  mouth  of  His 
prophet,  “  Will  a  man  rob  God  1”  In  the  Xew  Testa¬ 
ment,  we  find,  indeed,  no  explicit  laws  regulating  the 
amount  which  each  one  is  to  devote  to  the  Lord ;  but 
we  do  find  such  emphatic  declarations  as  these. — “  Give 
and  it  shall  be  given  unto  you:  for  with  the  same 
measure  that  ye  mete  withal,  it  shall  be  measured  to 
you  again.”  66  If  thou  wilt  be  perfect,  go  and  s etjd  /  ts 
that  thou  hast,  and  give  to  the  poor,  and  thou  shalt 
have  treasure  in  Heaven.”  “  Give  alms  of  such  things 
as  ye  have ;  and  behold,  all  things  are  clean  unto  you.” 

“  He  that  soweth  sparingly  shall  reap  also  sparingly ; 
and  he  which  soweth  bountifully  shall  reap  also  bounti¬ 
fully.”  “  Charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  world,  that 
they  trust  not  in  uncertain  riches,  but  in  the  living 
God,  that  they  do  good,  that  they  be  rich  in  good 
works,  ready  to  distribute,  willing  to  communicate ; 
laying  up  in  store  for  themselves  a  good  foundation 
against  the  time  to  come.”  “Whoso  hath  this  world’s 
good,  and  seeth  his  brother  have  need,  and  shutteth  up 
his  bowels  of  compassion  from  him,  how  dwelleth  the 
love  of  God  in  him  \  My  little  children,  let  us  not  love 
in  word,  neither  in  tongue,  but  in  deed  and  in  truth.” 

“  kemember  the  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  how  he  said, 

It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive.” 
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The  general  duty,  then,  of  regarding  some  portion  of 
our  means  as  the  Lord’s,  to  be  expended  directly  in  His 
service,  is  obviously  laid  upon  us  in  Holy  Scripture. 
But,  suppose  you  that  God  requires  this  at  our  hands, 
because  He  needs  it,  either  for  His  own  glory,  or  for 
the  carrying  on  of  any  of  His  plans  of  grace  for  men  ? 
Can  He  need  our  help,  whose  is  the  whole  world,  who 
can  say,  “  The  silver  and  the  gold  are  mine,  and  so  are  the 
cattle  upon  a  thousand  hills  ]”  Can  He  need  our  help, 
66  Who  maketh  His  angels  spirits,  and  His  ministers  a 
flame  of  fire  V9  Had  He  seen  fit,  how  easy  would  it 
have  been  for  Him  to  have  made  every  man  independent 
of  his  fellow,  and  so  obviated  all  occasion  for  one  extend¬ 
ing  to  another  a  helping  hand.  Had  He  seen  fit,  might 
not  the  Gospel  have  been  sent  abroad  on  angelic  tongues, 
or  blazoned  upon  the  firmament  in  characters  which 
none  could  fail  to  read  or  understand  \  Man,  therefore, 
cannot  of  himself  be  profitable  to  God;  but  only  so  far 
as  He  chooses  to  make  him  necessary  to  His  plans  and 
purposes.  In  the  present  dispensation  of  things,  He 
has  made  him  thus  necessary ;  yet  not  for  God’s  con¬ 
venience  so  much  as  for  his  own  benefit.  For  the 
relieving  of  the  sick,  the  suffering,  the  poverty-stricken, 
He  has  appointed  their  fellow  man.  He  has  said  to 
him :  6 1  make  you  responsible  for  the  proper  care  of 
these;  visit,  comfort,  and  assist  them,  according  to  your 
ability.’  For  bearing  the  message  of  salvation  to  a 
world  groaning  under  the  curse,  He  lias  appointed 
human  agents,  and  made  them  responsible  for  the  faith¬ 
ful  execution  of  the  task.  To  them  He  has  said:  “Go 
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ye  into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
creature.” 

And  can  we  not  see  a  great  and  blessed  end  which 
God  had  in  view  in  thus  laying  this  burden  upon  us  ] 
Does  He  desire  our  sanctification — our  increase  in 
holiness  \  Is  that  sanctification  needed  to  fit  us  for  the 
enjoyment  of  heaven'?  Then,  what  a  means  to  it  is  the 
obligation  of  a  duty  which  calls  us  to  labor  in  His  service, 
which  demands  and  awakens  the  exercise  of  holy  love, 
which  requires  us  to  deny  ourselves !  What  germs  of 
Christian  holiness  lie  infolded  in  all  of  these !  To  be 
active  for  God,  towards  God ,  as  distinguished  from  labor¬ 
ing  for  ourselves ;  is  not  this  an  essential  part  of  that 
religion  which  teaches  us  that  we  are  not  our  own,  that 
we  are  bought  with  a  price  %  And  if  this  w7ork  is  of 
such  a  nature  as  to  excite  and  cherish  the  feeling  of  love 
in  our  breasts,  is  it  not  making  us  more  like  God,  and 
so  preparing  us  for  an  eternal  dwelling  in  His  presence, 
and  in  that  kingdom  whose  atmosphere  is  love  'I  The 
very  effort  to  help  another  draws  our  souls  out  of  them¬ 
selves,  breaks  the  ice  around  them,  and  opens  them  to 
all  the  genial  influences  of  heaven.  We  cannot  love,  in 
its  pure  and  heavenly  idea,  without  becoming  better. 
God  is  love,  and  God  is  the  type  of  holiness.  We  are 
made  perfect,  therefore,  through  love.  Its  exercise  is 
necessarily  sanctifying.  The  case  admits  of  no  argu¬ 
ment.  Selfishness  is  man’s  great  sin.  Separating  him 
from  his  brother,  it  separates  him  from  God;  “for  he 
who  loveth  not  his  brother,  whom  he  hath  seen,  how 
can  he  love  God,  whom  he  hath  not  seen  V9  But,  “  He 
that  dwelleth  in  love,  dwelleth  in  God,  and  God  in  him.” 
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But,  another  prominent  idea  of  Christ’s  religion  is  that 
we  deny  ourselves  ;  first,  for  the  sake  of  overcoming  the 
evil  propensities  of  our  fallen  nature,  and  strengthening 
our  spirits  to  the  enduring  of  hardness,  as  good  soldiers 
of  Jesus  Christ;  and  then,  for  testing  our  devotion  to 
that  Master  who,  for  our  sakes,  became  poor,  that  we, 
through  his  poverty,  might  be  rich.  There  are  few  of 
us,  however,  who  can  be  always  ready  to  do  good  and 
to  communicate,  without  some  exercise  of  self-denial. 
Our  slothful  and  selfish  nature  says:  “  Take  thine  ease; 
keep  thine  own.”  Against  it,  therefore,  we  must  rise 
up  in  warfare ;  it  we  must  deny,  if  we  would  “  be  merci¬ 
ful  after  our  power.”  But,  aside  from  this,  in  order 
“  that  we  may  hate  to  give  to  him  that  needeth,”  the 
most  of  us  must  deny  ourselves.  We  must  act,  in  a 
measure,  on  that  saying  of  our  Lord  to  the  rich  man : 
“  Go,  and  sell  that  thou  hast,  and  give  to  the  poor,  and 
thou  shalt  have  treasure  in  heaven.”  We  must  part, 
that  is  to  say,  with  many  of  our  indulgences,  and  what 
some  would  almost  account  necessaries,  for  this  very 
purpose  of  doing  good,  and  having  wherewith  to  dis¬ 
tribute.  I  say,  that  if  a  man  sets  out  really  to  fulfil  this 
obligation  of  his  religion,  he  will  find  that  he  is  often 
obliged  to  restrict  himself  in  that  in  which,  otherwise, 
he  might  freely  have  indulged.  But  this  very  restriction 
is  for  his  good,  as  a  man  and  as  a  Christian ;  it  is  so 
profitable  for  him,  that  he  cannot  well  do  without  it,  as 
a  candidate  for  the  honors  of  eternity.  Together  with 
the  other  means  of  discipline  and  grace  which  God  has 
appointed,  it  tends  to  the  elevation  and  sanctification  of 
his  spiritual  nature;  it  is  a  part  of  his  education  for 
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heaven.  Such  is  one  end  for  which  we  have  been  made 
the  Lord’s  almoners  to  our  fellows. 

But  God  had  another  design  in  view,  in  such  a  dis¬ 
pensation  ;  the  promotion  of  our  happiness.  We  are 
so  constituted  that  we  derive  pleasure  from  performing 
a  benevolent  act.  Though  the  doing  it  may  cost  us 
effort,  and  even  pain,  yet,  in  the  retrospect,  what  is 
sweeter  than  the  consciousness  of  having  been  the 
means  of  dispensing  good!  Not  the  loveliest  scene  of 
nature  that  has  imprinted  itself  upon  our  minds ;  not 
the  gayest  scene  of  festivity  that  yet  lingers  in  our 
memories ;  not  even  the  precious  remembrance  of  do¬ 
mestic  delights,  can  give  that  sense  of  heartfelt  joy  and 
gladness  which  flows  from  one  genuine  deed  of  love. 
And  oh,  at  the  last,  to  look  back  upon  a  life  bedecked 
with  the  stars  of  charitable  deeds, — albeit  our  only  hope 
of  mercy  is  still  the  grace  of  Christ, — how  much  more 
joyful  will  it  be  than,  as  the  past  rises  up  before  us,  to 
face  only  an  unbroken  blank  of  selfishness.  Even  the 
most  selfish  derive  a  deeper  gratification  from  a  joy  in 
which  others  mingle,  than  from  a  pleasure  felt  alone. 
And  so,  to  a  heart  rightly  trained,  there  is  more  real 
delight  in  dispensing  than  in  receiving  good.  Other¬ 
wise,  whence  would  be  the  happiness  of  that  Being 
who  is  “the  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,” 
“from  whom  all  blessings  flow,”  but  to  whom  none  re¬ 
turn  \  And  so,  even  as  God  is  infinitely  happy,  because 
(as  we  may  believe)  He  is  supremely  good,  are  they 
happiest,  who,  like  Him,  as  much  as  lieth  in  them,  live 
for  others’  welfare.  The  luxury  of  doing  good !  How 
does  this  echo  in  every  heart  that,  by  practice,  hath 
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learned  the  secret,  as  most  true !  In  His  benevolence  to 
us,  therefore,  God  has  laid  it  upon  us  to  be  benevolent. 

But  finally;  God  in  His  goodness  has  appointed  A 
future  and  eternal  reward  for  our  acts  of  love  and 
charity  here.  “  God  is  not  unrighteous,  that  He  will 
forget  your  works  and  labor  that  proceedeth  of  love.” 
44  Charge  them  who  are  rich  in  this  world,  that  they  be 
ready  to  give,  and  glad  to  distribute ;  laying  up  in  store 
for  themselves  a  good  foundation  against  the  time  to 
come.”  Thus  speaks  that  Book  from  which  we  learn 
all  of  the  future  that  we  know.  I  need  not  dwell  on 
this  view  of  our  subject.  It  is  true  that  we  are  justi¬ 
fied  only,  by  faith ;  but  it  is  equally  true  that  every 
man  shall  be  rewarded  according  to  his  ivories.  The 
ministry  of  love  hath  been  laid  upon  each  one  who  is 
called  of  God  in  Christ;  and  in  proportion  to  his 
fidelity  in  that  will  be  his  reward.  I  see  two  classes 
of  beings  moving  onward  to  the  judgment.  One,  in 
their  progress,  “  scatter”  benefits  and  blessing  far  and 
wide,  impoverishing,  seemingly,  themselves.  The  other, 
44  withholding  more  than  is  meet,”  seem  to  be  heaping 
up  riches.  Onward  they  advance.  But  as  they  near 
the  awful  bourn,  we  seem  to  get  a  glance  at  their  true 
condition.  And  behold  the  former,  instead  of  dimin¬ 
ishing,  are  growing  in  wealth,  for  they  are  44  increasing” 
their  treasure  in  Heaven ;  while  the  latter  are  ever 
wasting  and  wasting,  ever  44  tending  to  a  poverty”  that 
shall  be,  at  the  last,  complete  and  irremediable.  Such 
is  a  picture  founded  on  the  representations  of  God’s 
Word.  Oh,  that  the  ranks  of  the  one  were  not  so 
crowded,  nor  those  of  the  other  so  scanty  !  44  He  that 
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giveth  to  the  poor,  lendeth  unto  the  Lord ;  and  look, 
whatsoever  he  layeth  out,  it  shall  be  paid  him  again.” 

Such  is  the  duty,  and  its  benefits  to  ourselves, — bene¬ 
fits  which  were  God’s  leading  motive  in  imposing  it  on 
us, — to  which  I  am  now  calling  your  attention :  The 
duty  that  of  devoting  a  portion  of  our  substance  to  the 
Lord, — its  benefits ,  our  increase  in  grace,  in  happiness, 
and  in  the  rewards  of  eternity. 

And  now  to  whom  does  such  a  duty  appertain  ]  To 
whom  does  God  speak  those  solemn  words,  respecting 
it,  which  we  have  recited  in  your  hearing]  I  make 
no  hesitation  in  saying,  to  all,  to  all,  without  exception, 
who  denominate  themselves  Christians.  So  it  was 
under  the  Law ;  so  it  was  in  Pentecostal  days ;  so  it  must 
be  now,  if  we  would  be  faithful  to  our  Lord,  and  have 
His  work  prosper  in  our  hands.  To  you  who  have  an 
abundance  of  this  world’s  goods,  I  need  not  say  that 
the  duty  is  yours ,  in  all  its  length  and  breadth.  Nor 
to  you  who,  though  not  abounding,  have  fully  suffi¬ 
cient  for  all  your  wants,  and  something  still  to  spare 
for  the  luxuries  of  life.  On  such  it  is  most  evident  the 
duty  rests,  and  cannot  be  removed.  But  I  would  go 
on  and  add,  that  even  from  the  poor  God  expects  their 
gift  also.  None  are  exempt,  who  are  not  themselves 
dependent  on  the  charity  of  others.  The  rule  is  plain : 

44  If  thou  hast  much,  give  plenteously ;  if  thou  hast 
little,  do  thy  diligence  gladly  to  give  of  that  little.” 
The  widow’s  mites  were  as  acceptable  to  God,  as  the 
rich  man’s  gifts  of  gold.  She  was  not  told  they  were 
not  needed,  because  so  insignificant ;  but  rather  praised 
that  out  of  her  deep  penury  she  had  done  so  much 
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better  than  they  all:  a  standing  memorial  to  the  poor 
of  all  time  to  go  and  do  likewise.  The  Church  can  illy 
afford  to  lose  the  offerings  of  her  poorer  members,  and 
with  their  offerings,  their  interest,  and  their  prayers, 
in  her  efforts  of  piety  and  love.  The  stream  of  her 
benevolence  must  be  fed  by  the  ten  thousand  rills  that 
flow  from  these,  if  it  would  roll  on  in  that  broad  and 
deep  and  steady  current  which  is  needed  to  accomplish 
the  great  work  of  charity  which  she  has  to  do.  The 
big  drops  of  rain  that  fall  here  and  there,  are  not  the 
ones  that  refresh  the  parched  earth ;  it  is  the  copious 
shower  of  commingling  particles  that  supplies  the 
needed  draught.  And  so  the  scattered  gifts  of  the  rich 
should  not  be  our  dependence,  so  much  as  the  combined 
and  multitudinous,  though  minute,  offerings  of  those  who 
lay  no  claim  to  such  a  designation.  But,  apart  from 
this,  it  is  God’s  requirement  that  the  poor,  no  less  than 
the  rich,  should  not  appear  before  Him  empty.  He 
has  need  of  their  alms,  and  they  have  need  to  bestow 
them,  to  work  those  graces  and  benefits  in  and  for 
themselves,  of  which  we  have  already  spoken.  There¬ 
fore,  let  none  consider  themselves  excused,  in  the  sight 
of  God,  from  this  duty,  however  limited  their  means,  or 
small  the  portion  they  may  have  to  give. 

My  brethren,  God  says  not  to  us,  as  He  did  to  His 
people  of  old:  “Give  this  and  that  for  my  service ;  bring 
your  tithes  into  my  storehouse;  honor  me  with  the  first- 
fruits  of  all  your  substance.”  His  law  to  them  was,  in 
all  respects,  one  of  commandments  and  ordinances.  But 
not  so  the  Gospel.  Devised  in  love,  based  upon  a  gift, 
the  gift  of  His  Son  for  man,  He  expects  of  us  love  and 
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gifts  in  return.  But  can  you,  for  a  moment,  think  that 
these  gifts  should  be  less  obligatory  or  less  abundant 
than  those  taxes?  Should  any  Christian  man  feel  that 
because  God  has  not  told  him  that  he  must  do  so  much, 
therefore  he  will  put  Him  off  with  the  very  smallest 
pittance]  What  could  be  more  dishonorable]  No;  if 
God  has  left  the  measure  of  each  one’s  gifts  to  the 
promptings  of  his  own  heart,  it  is  on  the  presumption 
that  his  heart  responds  to  that  grace  which  has  been  so 
abundantly  lavished  upon  it.  Let  us  not  be  deceived, 
my  brethren,  in  this  matter.  Or,  if  we  have  deceived 
ourselves  hitherto,  let  us  now  come  boldly  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  truth.  “  God  is  not  mocked ;  for  what¬ 
soever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he  also  reap :  he  that 
soweth  little,  shall  reap  little,  and  he  that  soweth  plen- 
teously,  shall  reap  plenteously.”  The  law  of  the  New 
Testament,  in  its  way,  is  just  as  binding  upon  us,  as  the 
law  of  the  Old  was  upon  those  who  were  subject  unto 
it.  We  are  as  much  required  to  give,  according  to  our 
ability ,  under  the  constraining  influence  of  love,  as  they 
were  to  bring  their  tithes  and  offerings  into  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  ;  and,  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  this  duty  of  giving 
is  as  much  apart  of  our  religion  as  it  was  confessedly  of 
theirs ;  so  that  our  prayers  and  alms  should  ascend  up 
together  before  God.  And  when  we  consider  the  need 
there  is  for  those  alms,  under  the  Christian  system,  we 
cannot  hide  from  ourselves  the  obligation.  The  Gospel 
is  to  be  supported  at  home,  churches  are  to  be  built, 
and  the  ministry  sustained.  The  Gospel  is  to  be  borne 
abroad  unto  all  nations,  and  its  self-denying  missionaries 
are  to  be  sent  forth.  The  weak  are  to  be  assisted  by  the 
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strong ;  for,  if  one  member  suffer,  all  the  members 
should  suffer  with  it.  Asylums  and  hospitals  for  the 
destitute  and  sick  are  to  be  reared  and  maintained. 
The  needy  are  to  be  helped  ;  for  the  poor  we  have 
always  with  us.  This  is  the  work  that  now  opens  upon 
the  Church,  and  we  should  bring  ourselves,  my  Christian 
brethren,  to  look  at  it  in  all  its  vastness,  and  to  consider 
what  is  our  duty  in  the  matter.  It  is  no  time  for  the 
rich  to  hoard  their  gains,  or  for  the  poor  to  plead  their 
poverty,  when  so  much  is  to  be  done,  when  the  great 
heathen  world  is  to  be  evangelized,  and,  in  our  own 
land,  religion  made  to  keep  pace  with  a  rapidly  multi¬ 
plying  population. 

Another  thought  I  would  suggest,  and  it  is  this: 
That  every  man,  to  be  truly  benevolent,  to  approve  him¬ 
self  as  such  before  God,  must  put  forth  some  effort, 
must  be  conscious  that  he  is  parting  with  that  which 
might  have  conduced  to  his  own  advantage  or  gratifica¬ 
tion.  In  other  words,  that  his  efforts  must  be  of  such 
a  character  as  that  he  shall  feel  them — feel  them  to  be 
something  done  or  surrendered  for  the  sake  of  God  and 
man.  He  who  calculates  how  much  he  can  give  or  do, 
without  affecting,  in  the  slightest  degree,  his  own  con¬ 
venience,  cannot  be  that  cheerful  giver ,  whom  alone  the 
Lord  is  said  to  love.  What  merit  (and  here  we  speak 
not  of  merit  as  a  procuring  cause  of  our  justification, 
but  only  as  affecting  our  good  works,  to  which  Scripture 
ever  exhorts  us),  what  merit,  I  ask,  is  it  for  a  man  to 
give,  who  has  still  all  that  he  requires  or  wishes  left, 
with  not  one  comfort  or  luxury  that  heart  could  crave 
abated]  Is  it  not  rather  an  insult  offered  unto  God, 
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than  an  honoring  of  Him,  for  a  rich  mail,  or  one  in  easy 
circumstances,  to  dole  out  sparingly  and  with  a  studious 
care  to  his  own  interests,  of  that  wdiich  is  his  only  by 
the  good  providence  of  God] — for  who  hath  made  him  to 
differ  from  the  beggar  at  his  door  ]  And  you  yourselves, 
my  brethren,  know  and  feel  this  principle  to  be  a  true 
one.  Else  why  do  you  account  that  charity  but  mean¬ 
ness,  in  a  person  of  wealth,  wdiich,  in  one  of  lesser  ability, 
would  be  large  generosity]  Is  not  the  sum  as  much  to 
you ,  whether  it  come  from  a  rich  man  or  a  poor  man  ] 
Just  as  much.  But  your  expectations  have  been  disap¬ 
pointed.  You  felt,  and  you  had  a  right  to  feel,  that 
each  would  give  according  to  his  means.  But  now  the 
fact  is  too  plain  to  be  missed,  that,  while  the  latter  has 
made  an  effort  to  be  bountiful,  feeling  an  interest  in 
your  cause,  the  former,  in  his  very  liberality,  has  shown 
that  his  eye  has  been  rather  upon  himself  than  upon 
you,  or  the  object  for  which  you  have  pleaded.  Had 
his  gift  been  greater,  you  would  have  been  sure  of  his 
want  of  selfishness,  inasmuch  as  you  would  have  the 
evidence  that  he  had  taken  from  himself,  from  that 
which  he  considered  of  worth  to  him,  to  bestow  it  on 
another.  And  that  defect,  which  converts  an  offering 
into  an  abomination,  which  you  men  recognize,  think 
you  that  God  does  not  see  and  judge]  Alas,  my  breth¬ 
ren!  is  it  not  to  be  feared  that  the  Church  has  much 
to  answer  for,  looking  at  the  subject  in  such  a  light] 
How  few  of  us  are  thus  making  a  sacrifice  of  self, ’  when 
we  pretend  to  give  unto  God !  Behold,  how  men  roll 
in  luxury,  indulging  every  appetite,  and  gratifying  every 

taste,  whose  gifts  to  the  treasury  of  the  Lord  are  but  an 
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insignificant  item  in  their  expenditures !  And  when 
their  wants  and  the  Church’s  wants  come  in  competition, 
how  seldom  it  is  that  they  give  way,  for  the  sake  of  her 
interests,  and  the  interests  of  that  Gospel  which  she 
maintains,  that  should  be  dearer  to  them  than  any  or 
every  earthly  good !  And  yet,  in  fearful  opposition  to 
all  this,  what  saith  God’s  Holy  Word]  “He  that 
soweth  to  the  flesh  shall  of  the  flesh  reap  corruption; 
but  he  that  soweth  to  the  spirit,  shall  of  the  spirit  reap 
life  everlasting for  it  is  in  dealing  with  this  very  sub¬ 
ject,  that  the  voice  of  inspiration  speaks  such  solemn 
language.  Yes  ;  he  that  soweth  to  his  flesh,  that  liveth 
for  his  own  indulgence,  and  turns  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
claims  of  religion,  those  claims  which  it  makes  for  its 
maintenance  and  extension,  for  the  furtherance  of  those 
designs  for  which  it  was  revealed,  shall  experience  in 
himself  that  harvest  of  corruption  and  utter  spiritual 
destitution,  which  is  the  natural  and  necessary  product 
of  such  a  sowing.  While  he  who,  denying  himself  in 
these  things,  soweth  to  the  spirit — liveth  and  spendeth 
himself  for  those  higher  objects  which  concern  his 
spiritual  nature,  for  the  discharge  of  those  duties  which 
religion  points  out,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  religion 
itself,  shall  receive,  as  his  reward,  that  eternal  life, 
which,  through  the  grace  of  Christ,  is  given  to  all  those 
who  have  been  thus  new  created  by  the  Spirit  of  holi¬ 
ness  and  power. 

And  now  if  you  ask  me,  by  what  method  you  are  to 
fulfil  this  duty,  I  would  answer:  not  according  to  a 
present  impulse,  not  through  feelings  lashed  into 
intensity  by  some  glowing  exposure  of  the  want,  or 
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stirring  appeal,  but  on  principle,  on  the  systematic  plan 
of  deliberately  considering  how  much  of  our  gains  we 
owe  unto  our  Lord;  and  then  giving  in  accordance  with 
such  an  estimate.  Such  was  the  rule  and  advice  of  St. 
Paul  to  the  Christians  of  his  day.  “Upon  the  first  day 
of  the  week,”  thus  he  writes  to  the  Corinthians,  “  let 
every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store,  as  God  hath 
prospered  him.”  You  need  not  necessarily  take  this 
rule  in  its  letter,  but  in  its  spirit  and  design,  I  doubt 
not  it  is  that  on  which  the  Spirit  of  God,  who  was  in 
him,  would  have  us  act.  Hitherto  we  have  acted,  per¬ 
haps,  as  we  felt  at  the  moment ;  henceforth  let  us  act 
as  those  who  are  governed  by  an  ever-impelling  motive, 
and  in  the  spirit  of  such  as  know  they  have  a  divine 
duty  and  obligation  to  discharge.  Let  us  act  as  those 
who  have  God’s  eye  upon  them,  and  eternity  before 
them,  and  are  persuaded  that  hereafter  they  must  give 
an  account  of  their  stewardship. 

I  charge  you,  my  brethren,  before  God,  to  fidelity  in 
this  matter.  With  St.  Paul,  I  have  spoken,  not  from 
any  personal  consideration,  but  because  “  I  desire  fruit 
that  may  abound  to  your  account,” — to  your  account  now , 
in  the  outpouring  of  Divine  Grace  in  your  midst,  and 
the  building  you  up  in  that  sanctification  and  peace, 
which  are  the  sure  earnests  of  a  blessed  immortality ; 
and  to  your  account  hereafter ,  in  the  glorious  rewards 
of  Eternity.  I  have  sought  to  awaken  your  attention 
to  the  subject,  that  it  may  result  in  some  action ,  that 
shall  be  commensurate  with  your  ability,  and  with  what 
God  and  His  Church  expect  of  you,  as  an  efficient 
instrument  in  the  promotion  of  those  great  works  of 
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Humanity  and  Religion,  which  are  going  on  in  our 
day.  I  beg  you  not  to  turn  away  from  it,  in  the  spirit 
of  indifference;  but  to  consider,  each  one,  seriously 
what  is  his  duty,  his  bounden  duty,  for  whose  faithful 
performance  he  must  give  account  in  the  Day  of  Judg¬ 
ment. 


